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DMA is here: self-preferencing is now illegal 

What the heck is self-preferencing?

•We now have an urgent need for ways to 
detect self-preferencing, and to measure 
its possible welfare consequences?



Aside: good ways to evaluate self-preferencing

•Reimers and Waldfogel (2023): self-preferencing ranks 
deviate from a welfare frontier that balances maximum CS and 
maximum seller revenue 
•All that’s needed for implementation of tests and welfare 
measurement
• Data on product search ranks, characteristics, whether platform 

product, and quantities
• Plus: way to measure causal impact of ranks on quantities sold



Expedient (feasible) alternative

•  



 

•  



Data

•  



Data complications 

•  



Sample characteristics

•  



Preview of results in raw data

•Amazon products’ 
ranks get worse, less 
likely to be included 



 

•  



Amazon products’ search ranks abruptly 
improve
• In October 2023

•By about 15 rank positions 



Isolate within-product changes in rankings

•  



Do the above for ranking inclusion 

•  



Search result inclusion

•Amazon products
•  ≈10 percentage point reduction in 

search result inclusion probability

•Similar in the two approaches 



Censored models 

•  



Is it just Amazon products?

•  



It only happens at Amazon

•…for inclusion too



Is this an EU/DMA effect? 

•No: it happens in US 
and other, as well as 
EU
• (Heighted scrutiny in 
US, too
• FTC sued Amazon in 

2023)



Mechanism

•Reduction in Amazon 
products in top 25 



Conclusion: something happened…

•…to Amazon self-preferencing as antitrust scrutiny grew
•Reduction in # of Amazon products appearing in search rankings
•Perhaps response to DMA and other pressures, perhaps something else

Also
•We need definitions and methods for evaluating self-preferencing
•…and data


