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The Diffusion of 
Digital Competition Regulations



The DMA-Like Law and Initiatives Around The World? 

~1 Year (May 2023)
After EU’s Digital Market Act 

Rules Came Into Effect
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• Global Diffusion of Ex-Ante Regulations – Trends and Patterns Leading to Adoption
• Customization – Local Context – Gatekeepers and Priorities? 
• Implications – Political Economy and Coalitions in the Legislative Process.
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Announcement Expert Report Draft Legislation Public Consultation Enforcement 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Tracing the Digital Competition Regulations Diffusion

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

1st Draft 

!

12/20

2nd Draft 

!

11/21

3rd Draft 

!

3/22

EC Strategy on Shaping 
Europe Digital Future   

12/2020

Publish
10/22

Enter 
into force
10/22

Gatekeeper
Notification

7/23

⚠

Gatekeeper
Designation

9/23

#
Compliance

3/24
Booking.com
Designation

9/23

#
Market 

Investigation

1 Year of DMA Enforcement15 Months Legislation Process

Crème Digital Future Report
~2020

Reports       > Legislation Comments & Analysis   >    Implementations and Non-compliance.



Announcement Expert Report Draft Legislation Public Consultation Enforcement 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Tracing the Digital Competition Regulations Diffusion

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
!

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

#
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Election Task Force
Explore ex-ante regulation 

Congress-Election

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Task Force: Competition Assessment of the Mobile Ecosystem. $

%
Revised Telecom Act

Digital Platform Service Inquiry 2020-2025. 

Smartphone Software Competition 
Promotion Act (3)

&

Act on Improving Transparency 
and Fairness of Digital Platforms

& &

❌&

(1) Asia Jurisdiction: Incremental developments of service-specific regulations to more multi-services sectors. 



5

Announcement Expert Report Draft Legislation Public Consultation Enforcement 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Tracing the Digital Competition Diffusion

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
!

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025#

$ 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025%

Media and Digital Platforms Market Inquiry

Reports from congressional committees 
&

[Nonbinding Market Inquiry]

Digital Platforms Report (October 2024)
By Ministry of Finance 2024

BRICS 2nd report (2024)

Draft Bill 
2768

& &

Draft Bill 
12,259/2011

BRICS 1nd report 
(June 2022)

Digital Competition Bill 



Customization: Local Context & Priorities? 

1. Lowering the Thresholds for 
gatekeepers designation

3. Fines

2. Obligations and Core Service 

+

+

4. Governance? – Australia 
• Allocations of roles in administration/oversight
• Right to review decision, Regulation review
• Supervisory Toolbox.

5. New Data, Research and Developments 
• Understanding – designated, compliance reports & investigation, 
• How the outsource process works. 
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Implications – Political Economy: Coalitions in the Legislative Process.
Depending on customization, Lines are drawn in stakeholder participation.  



Korean: Roller-coaster developments.
Rushed process, Top-down reforms, reaction to crisis and less participatory. 

!
12/23

!❌Task Force
Ex-ante model

#
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Congress-Election

Back to 
Revise MRFTA 

9/2020

Announced 
Online Platform 

Fairness Act  
6/2020

1st Draft 

!
2nd Draft 

!

KKC Draft 

!
App Store Act

Revised 
Telecom Act

/2021

KFTC announced at 
OECD on “considering” 

ex-ante regulations
6/2020

Election: President Yoon 
and Self-regulation

6/2020

KFTC issues Platforms 
guideline 

2021 and adopted in 2023.

President Yoon 
Criticized KakaoTaxi

11/2023

Internal 
Task Force
Early 2023

KFTC Announced 
Platform Competition Promotion Act

12/2023

Phase1: First drafts and App Store Act Phase 2:  Self-regulations Era Phase 3:  Proposed Regulation to Backlash



Korean: Roller-coaster developments and phases. 
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12/23

!❌Task Force
Ex-ante model

#
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Congress-Election

Back to 
Revise MRFTA 

9/2020

Announced 
Online Platform 

Fairness Act  
6/2020

1st Draft 

!
2nd Draft 

!

KKC Draft 

!
App Store Act

Revised 
Telecom Act

/2021

KFTC announced at 
OECD on “considering” 

ex-ante regulations
6/2020

Election: President Yoon 
and Self-regulation

6/2020

KFTC issues Platforms 
guideline 

2021 and adopted in 2023.

President Yoon 
Criticized KakaoTaxi

11/2023

Internal 
Task Force
Early 2023

KFTC Announced 
Platform Competition Promotion Act

12/2023

Phase 2:  Self-regulations EraPhase1: First drafts and App Store Act Phase 3:  Proposed Regulation to Backlash



India: Active Discussion in Parliament Committees. Tension between US and local tech.

Commerce 
Committee

Finance 
Committee

Task force
3+9 month

Final Report
Draft Bill

2/24

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

!

• 29 submission were made but the scope and framing is limited to short answer and yes/no
• Almost divided across international – national identity line: 



India: 
Unsuccessful Lobby efforts from US  and Local Champions took over industry association body 
Internet And Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
. 

Commerce 
Committee

Finance 
Committee

Task force
3+9 month

Draft Bill

2/24

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

!

ABA and other submissions

Domestic Push Back



(Draft) Act on Digital Platform Economy

Thailand

“Submissions in English or Mandarin Chinese” 

• Framework: DMA + DSA
• Different Digital Economy Landscape

- US, China but also regional platforms 
• Less Experience in Digital Regulation and Cases



Thank you


